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To LORD CAMDEN. 


My Lok p, 


F an undaunted ſpirit of 
independence, and an un- 
ſhaken integrity of heart, are 
virtues which deſerve com- 
mendation, your Lordſhip 
may juſtly claim the concur- 


rent teſtimony of every up- 
right man, and every ſincere 


well-wiſher to his country. - 
We lament, for our own ſakes, 
A 2 your 


your departure from thoke 
high offices which you once 
filled with ſingular advantage 
to the public, and credit to # 
| yourſelf, and which afforded 4 
ſuch ample room for a glo- 
rious diſplay of abilities, and 


| a noble exertion of patriotiſm 
| and honour, However, you 
continue to avow the ſame 
| principles, to defend the ſame 
hi doctrines in the moſt illuſtri- 
i ous aſſembly of Britain, and 
boldly combat the ſlaviſn te- 
| nets of your noble antagoniſt, 
1 | a man 


V 


a man renowned for the 
ſprightlineſs of his temper, 
and the charms of his elo- 
quence, and who indulges 
himſelf in another place in 
much impertinent pleaſantry, 


and many a witleſs joke, 


I am afraid that every ef- 
fort of your ſound ſenſe, and 
maſculine eloquence will be 
finally defeated. 


At trahere, atque moram tantis licet addere rebus. 


That 


vi 
That you may ever remain 


unallured by the ſordid mo- 


tives of intereſt, and the daz- 


ling charms of ambition, is 


the wiſh, and the hope of, 1 


Your Lordſhip's 


# | Moſt devoted, 
And humble Servant, 4 
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ADVANTAGEOUS SITUATION 


O F 


GREAT BRITAIN, &c. 


VERY paſſion which has long 
been confined within the hu- 
man breaſt, when once let loſe from 
reſtraint, and ſet free from oppoſition, 
naturally breaks forth with redou- 
bled violence. Thus haſty and im- 
petuous will be the ſallies of miniſ- 
try, and its favorers, whoſe minds 


8: may 


may for ſome time have been tor- 
tured by the doubtfulneſs of e- 


vents, and the uncertainty of hu- 


man operations. They will regale 
themſelves with extolling the wiſ- 
dom of their counfels, and the vi- 
gour of their arms, their adverſaries 
will be ſtunned with Britiſh valour 
and American cowardice: The wea- 
pons of rebellion, ſay they, are 
vyreſted from their hands, and the 
rebels themſelves awed into obedi- 
ence: thus will their ſucceſs be 
exaggerated by urtifice und zeal ; 
they will indulge thiemſelus in the 
moſt Tapturous effuſions of tumul- 
tuous joy ; their pride will be grati- 
fied by the ſplendour of victory, and 

their 


- (- 7 ) 

their malignity glutted with the 
hopes of revenge. Our conduct, 
ſay they, is juſtified by the event; 
all oppoſition which has hitherto 
been temerity, will now be mad- 
neſs, our adverſaries muſt either ac- 
cede to our meaſures, or their mur- 
murs of diſcontent mult be low and 
ſecret, which they have hitherto 
been uſed to vent with all the cla- 
our of rudeneſs and indecency. 


But before we repoſe on the au- 
thority of theſe eventual politicians, 
let us examine our happy ſituation 
when we ſhall have ſecured the ſub- 
jection of theſe ungrateful rebels 
by every method of rigour and ſe- 

verity. 


= 
* 
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verity. Let them be reſtrained by 
all the regulations our policy may 
wiſh for, or our power can ſupport. 

Let fortreſſes be built, and garri- 
ſons maintained to cruſh any riſing 
hope of freedom, this people, ever 
renowned for high and exalted noti- 
ons of independence, may at any 
time entertain. Let our ſeverity 
be unrelaxed, leaſt a ſecond time 


they be inclined to diſobey our 


commands, and diſpute our autho- 


rity. 


This will he the ſcheme of Go- 
vernment, and woe betide the in- 
ſolent Americans if ever they op- 


poſe it, or even queſtion its wiſdom. 
me 


1 
IIl-humoured Judges will be com- 
miſſioned to execute with rigour, 
laws enacted in the heat of reſent- 
ment, and the height of ſucceſs. 
9 No favour is to be expected, 
4 and principles of equity and mild- 
E. neſs can have little ſhare in a Go- 
vernment, where the military power 
| is to be tranſcendent and ſupreme, 
In ſhort, thoſe who are not tyrants 
muſt be ſlaves. But I truſt, that 
the gracious being, who ſuperin- 
\# tends all human events, will not 
por a long time, ſuffer the rights of 
his creatures to be invaded, or 
their happineſs deſtroyed by any 
beggarly ſyſtem of arbitrary men. 


B 3 America 


(wo) 
America will perhaps, in future 
ages, upon a more ſucceſsful ſtrug- 
gle, be a land of learning, liberty, 
and trade, and according to the 
courſe of empire may in its turn 
give laws to this little ſpot of the 
univerſe in a truer ſpirit of wiſdom 
and humanity. 


e 


But the conſummation of our 
folly remains to be made known. 
A revenue is expected from a coun- 
try groaning under the yoke of 
tyranny. Will induſtry be nouriſh- 
ed among ſlaves? will there be any 
exertions for gain where the hand 
of power is ever ready to ſeize 
it? and if any thing be extorted, 
how 


( .4 +3 

how will it be applied? To leſſen 
the number of our own taxes, or 
to moderate the ſum raiſed upon 
each article? No—to ſupport the 
uſeleſs lumber of a court, to be 
dealt out with a deſtructive favour 
in penſions and gratuities to the 


ſervile retainers of adminiſtration, 


to bribe electors, to enſure a ma- 


jority, to pay tax gatherers, who 


from their number and diſperſion 
are more miſchievous than the tax 
they are appoined to collect. 


The taxation of America is a 
ſcheme deeply laid and widely ex- 
tended. The influence of the crown, 
already too great and very alarming 

B 4 to 


hy 
to the liberty of the ſubject will 


receive an aſtoniſhing increaſe from 


a number of petty officers arrang- 
ed, and ſtationed throughout that 
extenſive continent, and armed 


with very large and arbitrary 


powers. But I am afraid private in- 


tereſt is to many the meaſure of 
public advantage, and though they 
pretend to lament the ſeverity which 


rebellion hath made neceſſary, one 
may often trace in the vifage of 


a contractor a mixture of ſtupid 
anxiety. and cruel joy, while he is 
growing great, and adding thou- 
ſand to thouſand, not by really 


ſerving his country, not by the 


gradual profit of peaceful induſtry, 
| 5 but 


(33 
but by the graſp of rapacity, and 
the works of diſhonour. But ſome 
little apology may perhaps be made 
for theſe men, who are for the moſt 
part ignorant of the true principles 
of Government, and unacquainted 
with the ſchemes of crafty and de- 


ſigning miniſters. To ſolicit the 
votes of citizens, or procure a loyal 
addreſs from a trading town, are 
the higheſt enterprizes of their po- 
litical abilities, and if unexpectedly 
their principles are attacked by 
abler men, and conſequences de- 
duced, which of themſelves they 
are too 1gnorant to diſcover, or tog 
diſingenuous ta own, they ſhelter 
themſelves under the ſhadow of 

ſome. 


( 14 )) 
ſome great name, or haye recourſe 
to the impenetrable ſhield of ob- 
ſtinacy. 


Thus 1s the plan of politics filled 
up and completed by the artifice 
of knaves and the inſtrumentality 
of fools. Happy will it be for 
us if the reduction of America be 
the only end our miniſters 
have in view. Of this I think 


ſome doubt may be made. 


The ſlavery of this country is 


not ſo wild and unconſequential as 
ſome perſons imagine. Slavery is 


of a very malignant, very infectious 


nature. and though it may origi- 
nate 


£754 

nate in a country far, very far dif- 
tant from our own, though an im- 
menſe ocean may roll between us, 
though every avenue may ſeem in- 
terctuded, ſhe will certainly viſit us, 
and the hands of our rulers which 
ſhould be lifted up to repel her, 
will probably be ſtretched out to 
receive her in a friendly and hoſ- 
pitable manner. 


When once they have accuſtom- 
ed themſelves to the luxury of un- 
controuled power, when once they 
havereyelledin a boundleſs extent of 
authority, the narrow limits of law 
will be thought too contracted and 
confined ; the pleaſure of abſolute 


command 


{ 16 ) 
command is too exquiſite to be re- 
ſigned, and in a land where every 
right of the ſubject is conſidered as 
an encroachment on the prerogative 
of rulers, what barrier is there to 
reſtrain the lawleſs vagaries of pow- 
er, or controul the daring projects 
of ambition ? | 


The ſubjection of America will 
be an imperfect and incomplete ac- 
quiſition while Britain remains un- 
ſuddued. An open and undiſguiſ- 
ed attack upon our liberties would 
indeed be too glaring and preſump- 
tious. The alarm would inſtantly, 
be ſpread on every ſide, the yoke 
of obedience would be immediately 
ſhaken 


— 


17 

ſhaken off, and the ſhackles of op- 
preſſion would be burſt aſunder by 
the united efforts of an enraged 
community. But ſlavery, that in- 
fernal fiend, may make a ſecret and 
imperceptible approach, and while 
we are fluttering upon the wings 
of vigilance, may inſenſibly throw 
the net around us, and then any 
attempt to recover our liberty will 
more inextricably entangle us in 


her toils. 


Beſides the Americans debaſed, 
and diſpirited by a long habit of 
ſervile obedience, may look on their 
free brethren with an envious and 


malignant eye, ind may with to 
deſtroy 
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deſtroy that liberty of which they 


can never expect to partake. 


When inclination, opportunity, 
and power are thus unfortunately 
combined againſt us, and concur to 


rob us of thoſe valuable rights 


we have hitherto enjoyed, alloyed 
indeed with much imperfection 
from the corruption or the weakneſs 
of mankind, our fituation 1s truly 
deſperate, and I believe we ſhall ſee 
a ſoleciſm in hiſtory and poli- 
ticks, Britain free, and America in 


A review of ſome domeſtic cir- 


cumſtances, may not preſent us with 
| LH ſo 


(93 
ſo favourable and flattering a proſ- 
pect of our happineſs as the trea- 
cherous friends of government 
would willingly hold out. Our 
excellent conſtitution, unlike, and 
ſuperior to any form of government 
which has hitherto exiſted in the 
world, and ſuch, which by a vene- 
rable fage of antiquity was thought 
too theoretical to be laſting, though 
it in ſome meaſure withſtood the 
rude fhock [of Barbarians, and re- 
covered from the fineffe and refine- 
ment of ſubtle jurifprudence, hath 
loſt much of its original purity, 
and it 4s probable that the daring 
ſpirit of innovation will proceed to 
greater lengths, in the freaks of 
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(20) 
intoxicating victory, or the flights 
of adventurous ambition. 


Our ſtate indeed in former ages 
hath received many wounds ſome 
times from the violence of fana- 


ticks, and ſometimes from the 


miſrule of Kings. In the reign of 
Henry VIII. and Charles, the pre- 
rogative was often oppreſſively ex- 
erted, and the rights of the ſubjects 
withheld and invaded. The haugh- 
ty, the imperious, the inſinuating 
Elizabeth had recourſe to every 
method by which obedience might 
be obtained; ſhe would at one time 
involve her throne in the gloom of 


occaſional obſcurity, and affect a 
cautious 


( 21 ) 
.cautious and reſerved diſplay of 
power; at another ſhe would 
dazzle her aſtoniſhed Commons by 
ſudden blaze .of authority, and 
.rudely :interfere in their debates, 
which were opened by her per- 
miſſion, conducted by her direction, 
and cloſed by her command. 


But let it be remembered, that 
in thoſe days the duty of rulers was 
but i little known, the ſeienee of go- 
vernment was -almoſt unexplored, 
and Whatever ſecurity the nation 
might enjoy Was the encroaehment 
of turbulent ſubjects upon weak and 
 fooliſtr Kings. Sinee that time ſome 
Patriots equally- renowned for- eou- 

O rage 


( 22 ) 
rage and abilities, have ventured 
upon the unknown, land of go- 
vernment, have accurately marked 
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the boundaries of power, and with 


4-7, vr H: 
- « 


a ſingular moderation and candour, 
have vindicated the rights of the 
people, without ſhocking the pre- 
15 judices of Kings. 
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If the guilt of a crime increaſes 


in the ſame proportion as the 


knowledge of our duty, it muſt be 


much more criminal in this age of 


refined politicks, either openly to 


wound or artfully undermine the 


conſtitution. Various and almoſt 


imperceptible may be the encroach- 


ments upon our liberties, and a ſmall 


deviation 


. 


( 23 ) 
deviation from our ancient form of 
government may open an avenue 
for enormous irregularities, which 
at length may terminate in evils ir- 
remediable, but by the violence of 


a civil convulſion. 


Whoever contemplates the form 
of our admirable conſtitution muſt 
own that it is as perfect as human 
wiſdom could invent, or human na- 
ture enjoy, but we can now do little 
more than contemplate with a me- 
lancholy pleaſure the faint, and diſ- 
figured reſemblance of that excell- 


ent original. Can we expect to en- 
joy the ſolid advantages of it, when 
the fountains of government are 

1 corrupt 
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corrupt and imnpüfre? When bur 


Taws are endefdd, E6HinidHten lipon, 
explained Ant Yhlended Vy sehe 
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ſenators, and mercenary” tepreſenta- 
tives united in the bond of diſho- 
neſty perfidy, and Corruption oh? Is the 
choice of the electors uncontrouled, 
and uninfluenced by the emiſſaries 
of adminiſtration ? Are not the 
eleQors threatened, and cajoled to 
proſtitute their conſciences and be- 
tray their c country ? Are the dele- 
gates themſelves free and indepen- 


no i444 q 


dent? Are they 1 not often indebted 


to the bounty of a miniſter for the 
bread they cat, and the cloths they 
wear ? Fe ew, "but Nabobs who had 


been raiſed by the hand of fortune 
| to 


( 25 ) 
to ſudden. opulence, Would be fo 
wildly laviſh of their own ears 
did they, not expect to. ſhare the 
ſpoils of the induſtrious Chica. | 
and reimburſe themſelves at the 
expence of the public. 


If we review, our criminal code, 
$1 . 


we (hall f find many, | laws which are 


4 4 4 + 


equally repugnant to the principles 


a 


of Juſtice, and the dictates of hu - 


manity : but theſe might caſily be be 
reformed, and while they exiſt few 
inconveniences are felt but by the 
guilty or imprudent offender. Be- 
lides, when a la is ſtrikingly cruel, 
it js rarely executed with rigour. 
Our Juries and our Judges are very 

C 3 commend- 


( 26 ) 
commendably inclined to the fide 
of mercy. Although we have lately 


had no example in criminal proſe- 


cutions of the miſguided zeal of a 
Coke, or the diabolical inhumanity 
of a Jeoffries, we may cenſure in a 


late inſtance the uncomplaiſant 


warmth, the illiberal ſeverity of a 


great man whoſe foibles (not to 


call them by a harſher name) may 


require ſome indulgence at the 
hands of others. 


I wiſh that the adminiſtration of 
b civil juſtice was as impartial as the 
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execution of criminal is humane. 
Our Engliſh mode of trial is admi- 
rably calculated for the inveſtiga- 

| tion 
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tion of truth, and happy is it for 
us, that our common lawyers ſo 
manfully withſtood the introducti- 
on of the civil law. We may a- 
dopt its reaſonable maxims, and 
revere its general ſpirit of equity; but 
let us hold faſt our own as infinitely 
better adapted to perpetuate our 
happineſs and ſecure our freedom. 
It muſt be owned, the judges too 
often interpoſe their authority, and 
unconſtitutionally influence and 
controul the verdict. Among other 
infringements of our liberties, our 
miniſters have endeavoured to diſ- 
countenance this method of deter- 
mining right and wrong, they ſeem 
to wiſh that more might be left in 
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628) 
the power of the judges, and have 
muttered ſomething about the diſ- 
uſe of juries. 


Another unfortunate circum- 
ſtance which may prove fatal to our 
liberties, is a ſtanding military 
force. The profeſſion of a ſoldier 
is made incompatible with the cha- 
racter of a citizen, the mode of 
their education, the laws by which 
they are governed, the very faſhion 
of their dreſs have all a natural ten- 
dency to make them proud and in- 
ſolent, vain and opperſſive; and 
ſome have ſhewn by their forward 
zeal in ſuppreſſing riots, that they 


have no diflike to a campaign a- 


gainſt 


( 29 ) 
gainſt their fellow citizens. May 
I uſe the words of a learned Apof. 
ſtate, who has deſcribed the evils of 
a ſtanding army in the glowing ſtyle 


of indignation. 


Then thro? the fields ſhall ſcarlet reptiles ſtray, 
And rapine and pollution mark their way ; 

T Their hungry ſwarms the peaceful vale ſhall 
| fright, 

$till fierce to threaten, ſtill afraid to fight; 
The teeming year's, whole product ſhall devour, 


Inſatiate pluck the fruit, and crop the flow's g 
Shall glutton on th' induſtrious peaſant's ſpoil, 
Rob without fear, and fatten without toil, 


Militaris eff ingenii omnia MANU agere. 
"Avune/6v10 apxnv & Xepat TH ny Ext. 


It 
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It is the general temper of mili- 
tary men, to be abſolute, deſpotic, 


tyrannical. 


Another grievance is the improper 
exertion of the illegal right of preſſ- 
ing. I am aware that I am oppoſ- 
ing very great authorities, ſome 
of whom I have little reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect were advocates for arbitrary 
power; but I think there are ob- 
jections which have never yet re- 
ceived a ſatisfactory anſwer. The 
right is ſaid to be founded on imme- 
mor1al cuſtom, and recognized by 
it many acts of parliament. That a 
bi : cuſtom may be good, I apprehend 
WW it muſt be immemorially exerciſed 
| and 
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* 
and uninterruptedly conſented to; 
the ſhorteſt intermiſſion, the leaſt 
ſuſpenſion of this power would 
render the claim ambiguous, aud 
the cuſtom invalid. It has more 
than once been diſputed. The con- 


cluſion is obvious. 


Again, if the crown has a right 
derived from immemorial uſage to 
impreſs men into its ſervice, a thou- 
ſand acts of the legiſlature would 
not make it more valid, 


Scimus, et hoc nobis non altius inſerat Ammon. 


The ſanction of parliament is 
uſeleſs and unneceflary. Why 
ſhould a temporary expedient be 

made 


( a ) 
| dats of io ſupport an acknow- 
tedged, indefeaſible right? We 
muſt ſuppoſe that the wiſdom of Go- 
vernment, like that of nature, effects 
its purpoſes by the greateſt ſimpli- 
city- and paucity of operations. But 
ſuch parliamentary aids have been 
called in, from whence we may na- 
turally conclude that no ſuch right 
ever exiſted in the crown, and that 
every exertion of it, is illegal and 
oppreſſive. Nor muſt they have 
recourſe to the hateful plea of ne- 
ceſſity till every other method has 


been tried in vain. 


But let us grant the legality of 


the right, ſtill the manner in which 
it 


( 33:9 

it is exercifed edllsWont'fortedtefs. 
Toi ſee the receptadles in whichithe 
'wtetches are ſtived up, exhauſted 
with fämine, pallid with <eotifitie- 
ment, gloony with deſpalr, ouglit 
to convince us that it is become 
| 'bighty neceſſaty to diſafm thoſe ruf- 
Hans of that'power, which they fo 
cruelly pervett and abuſe. We'tridy | 

n6t'(I ſuppoſe) call this inhuman 
treatment the act of the ſovereign, 
for he is endowed with an abſolate 
legal excellence and political im- 
peceability. I am not ' inclined to 
diſpute this lofty maxim when 
guarded by all' the ſalvos, and ffit- 
tered away by the fine ſpun expoſi- 
tions of courtly layers. A ditect 
| and 


C34 
and perſonal injury can ſeldom 
happen from the hands of a king. 
The diſtance to which a ſubject is 
removed is a ſufficient ſecurity. 
But though they will never now ex- 
hibit ſuch a degrading ſpecimen of 
ſavage proweſs, or gladiatorial 
ſtrength, as would be highly ap- 
plauded in the conduct of a rude, 
and unpoliſhed Barbarian, the ſame 
bloody deſigns, the fame impla- 
cable ſpirit too often influence 
their counſels, and direct their 
arms, and the refinements of policy 
have taught them more diſguiſed 
indeed, but not leſs effectual in- 
ſtruments of revenge. This axtom 


might be expreſſed in clearer and 
leſs 


(35:3 

leſs offenſive terms. Conveys 1t no- 
thing to the royal car, but that his 
prerogative can never be exerted to 


do any harm? There is a fimilar 
maxim in the Roman law. Prin- 
cepo legibus ſolutus eft, at which the 
good ſenſe and manly ſpirit of ſome 
civilians have very laudably ' re- 
volted. 


The laſt, but not the leaft 
grievance that I ſhall venture to 


mention is the ſuſpenſion of the 


Habeas Corpus Ad; one of the 
ſtrongeſt out-works of our liberties, 
which, however, ſpeciouſly confined 
as to the extent of its influence, or 
limited as to the period of its dura- 
tion, may well be reckoned a de- 
ſtructive violation of our rights, 


and 


($$) 

und an inſolent encroachment of 
power. It is needleſs to deſcant 
upon its dangerous tendency, we 
may oon feel its oppreſſive in- 
fluence. The ſilent and obſcure 
zufferings of a dungeon may - alike 
che the lot of the innocent, and the 
guilty, and the moſt irreproachaBle 
ſubject may, from the dark and 
ſuſpicious fears of a guilty miniſter, 
be conveyed unheard to the dreary 
Bogs of Scotland, or the ſtill more 
unhealthy region of India. 


Gnoſſius hac Rhadamanthus habet duriſſima regna 
Caſtigatque auditque dolos. VIRC. 


In the preſent ſtate of affairs who 
will venture ta pronounce our liber- 
| 'ties 
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ties unaſſailed or unaſſailable ? who 
can tell what bounds ambition may 
affix to her deſigns? We have ſeen 
her progreſſive acroſs the atlantic, 
ſhe may next be retrogade, ſhe will 
never be ſtationary. A ſtate of ſu- 
pineneſs i is a ſtate of danger. We 
may attempt every legal method to 
reform innovations and prevent ir- 
regularities, and yet preſerve an un- 
ſhaken fidelity to our chief magi- 
ſtrate, The flatterers of a ſovereign 
are not his friends. Had our anceſ- 
ſtors remonſtrated with leſs free- 
dom, had they fought with leſs vi- 
gour, we might at this day have 


been lamenting the rigour of abſo- 
D lute 


ifs) 
lute authority unſoftened even by 
the unſubſtantial forms of liberty, 


Were the venerable champions 
of former ages, was a Sidney, a 
Locke, or a Milton, were the holy 
choir of Martyrs who have been 
diſpatched from this troubleſome 
abode by the hands of tyrants, to 
look down from the manſions of 
bliſs and tranquility, and take a 
comprehenſive view of men and 
meaſures, (if indeed they do now 
enjoy the power of contemplation) 
I truſt they would ſurvey with an 
eye of pity and contempt the luke- 
warm, the degenerate Patriots of 
theſe 


( 39 ) 
theſe days, who would ſee the 


Conſtitution expire with a filent 
wiſh for its ſecurity. 


O Homings ad ſervitutem paratos, 


THE END. 
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